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           WASHINGTON - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st District)           announced that he has signed a discharge petition that would force           the U.S. House of Representatives to vote on a bipartisan plan to ensure           that hundreds of thousands of families of military retirees can keep           the benefits they have earned. 

           "Our troops should be taken care of when we send them           into battle and that they should be given our respect when we bring           them home," Olver said. "And we know that the spouses of           those we send into battle make sacrifices too. That's why a growing           number of members are fighting to provide military retirees and their           spouses with the retirement benefits they earned serving our country." 

           A discharge petition is a legislative tool used to           bring attention to and force action on a bill being ignored by House           majority leadership. Olver signed the discharge petition yesterday           to force action on the Military Survivor Benefits Improvement Act (HR           548) to end the "Survivor Benefit Penalty."

           The Survivor Benefit Penalty will penalize more than           200,000 elderly Americans over the next 10 years and hundreds of thousands           in future years. More than one million military retirees pay premiums           for years and anticipate that upon their death, their spouse will receive           55 percent of their retirement benefit. But when their spouse reaches           62, the benefit drops to a mere 35 percent - forcing these spouses           to give up more than one-third of their benefits. Just 218 signatures           would bring this bill to the floor for a vote. To date, 177 members           have signed the discharge petition. To view the petition, go to http://clerkweb.house.gov/108/lrc/pd/Petition
s/Dis8.htm .

           The Military Survivor Benefits Improvement Act (HR           548), introduced more than a year ago, has 321 cosponsors. But even           with more than 130 Republicans supporting the bill, the House Republican           leadership has not brought it to the floor for a vote and has blocked           efforts to include it in this year's budget resolution. 

           "More than one million military retirees and their           families will eventually be affected by the Survivor Benefit Penalty," Olver           said. "The bipartisan fix to the survivor penalty deserves a           fair and open debate on the House floor. The House leadership should           be held accountable if they vote to deny our military retirees the           retirement benefits they earned."

                             "                             Our men and women in uniform fight to protect our                             freedom and to keep America safe," Olver said. "This                             will ensure that the families of our military retirees                             can keep the benefits they have earned through a                             lifetime of service." 

                             # # #
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